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Context
	Have you ever had a bad day at work?  Have you ever had a difficult customer or had a day where nothing went right?
	Have you ever had conflict with your family?  Has your family ever been less than supportive of you or your decisions?
	Have the people you knew growing up ever taken you for granted?  If you grew up in a small town, did it seem like everybody knew everybody and their business?
	If you answered yes to any of these questions, I want to reassure you that Jesus understands!  And I don’t mean “he understands” in a “he’s God and knows everything” kind of way, but that he understands because he’s been through the exact same things!  That’s what we’re going to look at today.
	We are continuing our look at Jesus the man today.  Last week we looked at the fact that Jesus was tired and thirsty.  He was fully human including all the physical limitations that come with that.
	Today we are looking at Jesus in his role as the adopted son of Joseph the carpenter.  We are going to look at some of the social dynamics in Jesus’ family and in his home town and explore what it would have been like for Jesus growing up working in his father’s trade.
	Let’s begin with our texts and where they fit within the Gospel of Mark.  Our first two passages are really the beginning and end of the same event in which Jesus’ mother and brothers came looking for him. The verses we did not read describe the Pharisee’s response to Jesus healing power to cast out demons as being from the devil.  While an important passage, it is not relevant to our topic today, so we skipped over it.
	Within Mark’s Gospel, Jesus has just selected the 12 Apostles.  In previous chapters Jesus has healed many people and called individual disciples but this marks a new stage in which he will focus much of his attention on these 12 men.  They have all gone to a house and a crowd has formed that is so large it prevents the disciples from even eating.
	Jesus’ family hear about it and they head over to the house in order to bring him home and to end “this foolishness” that was Jesus’ budding ministry.
	In our third passage, in chapter 6, Jesus has returned to his home town, Nazareth.  He continues his ministry there, but in stark contrast to everywhere else he goes, he is not very successful there.  He doesn’t seem to attract the same crowds as in other places and the general response to him is actually quite hostile!  Why? Because the people in this town knew him growing up and they still know his brothers, sisters and mother.
	They refer to Jesus as “the carpenter.”  It was odd that a carpenter would then take up teaching religion!  But it should be pointed out that all rabbis had a trade. They all had means to support themselves financially. Remember, Paul was a tent-maker. Today that term has come to mean somebody who does a secular job to support themselves while doing ministry.  Paul probably learned tent making from his father.  Like all rabbis of the day, Paul and Jesus both learned a trade growing up.  The surprising thing about Jesus is that he worked as a carpenter until 30 and then began teaching without studying under another rabbi.  He skipped the whole education part!
Observations
	That’s where our passages fit in Mark’s gospel.  But let’s take a closer look at what Mark tells us. Let’s make some observations about the text.  
	First, notice that in chapter 3 we are told that a crowd gathered at the house where Jesus and his disciples were staying. The crowd was so large that Jesus and the 12 “could not even eat.”  This is a link back to our topic last week about Jesus being hungry and thirsty. He needed to eat.  His divine nature did not mean he didn’t have human physical needs!
	When his family hears about the crowd they go to take him home, “to take charge of him.”  Why?  Not because he’s not eating properly. Not because he’s ruffling the feathers of the Pharisees.  But because they thought he was “out of his mind!”  Wow! Jesus’ family thought he was crazy! That’s more than just “unsupportive.”  Jesus brothers and even his mother Mary think that he must have lost his mind if he is going around teaching and gathering disciples like a Rabbi!  They’re coming to take him home before things get worse. “What would the neighbours think?”
	In verse 31, when they actually arrive, they don’t even enter the house. It was probably crowded, but it seems like they weren’t even trying.  They sent somebody in with a message, “Your mom’s here. She and your brothers want to take you home now.”
	Can you imagine?  Do you remember growing up ever hearing, “Your mom’s here.”  But imagine if she came to get you because she thought you were nuts!
	At this point, Jesus didn’t give in to his family.  In fact, he practically disowned them!  He sided with those who were willingly following him.  “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asks.  He identifies his followers, those who are doing God’s will as his true family. Kenneth Bailey points out that in a Middle Eastern culture if the room was full of men you would never say, “These are my mother and brothers.”  It would be highly insulting to refer to men as your “mother.”  This means that there must have been women in that group with him learning alongside his male followers! [Kenneth Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, p. 192] Scandalous!
	Now let’s take a closer look at Mark 6.  Here Jesus is teaching in the synagogue in his home town.  He’s not dealing with his family, but with the people he grew up around.  They are “amazed” at his wisdom and his teaching, but interestingly, they cannot accept the truth of the teaching for itself. Instead, they want to dismiss the teaching because they are familiar with Jesus.  Familiarity breeds contempt!
	They refer to Jesus as “the carpenter.” In Matthew’s Gospel, recounting the same incident, the people in the synagogue refer to him as “the carpenter’s son.”  These two passages are the only places that tell us Joseph was a carpenter and that Jesus followed in his father’s footsteps.  We’re going to look at this in a moment.
	The next thing to point out is that they also know Jesus’ family, his mother Mary, his brothers James, Joseph or Joses, Judas and Simon and his sisters.  I want to point out that Jesus had brothers and sisters which runs contrary to the Catholic belief in the perpetual virginity of Mary. That is, the Catholic belief that after having Jesus, Mary and Joseph never consummated their marriage sexually.
	Lastly, look at the result of the unbelief of the townspeople. Mark tells us Jesus was “unable” to do any miracles except healing some of the sick.  Just as the people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching at the beginning, Jesus is amazed at their lack of faith at the end!
Interpretation
	So what does all this mean?  How does this all connect with Jesus’ humanity?  There are three main things I want us to examine today.  First is that Jesus was a carpenter and what that meant.  Second is that Jesus had conflict with his family. Third is the importance of faith for Christ to work.
	Jesus was a carpenter.  The word “carpenter” actually means more than just a carpenter, and could also be translated “builder.”  It would include work like building houses, or boats in addition to building tables and chairs.  You could think of Jesus as a “contractor” today.  
	From Matthew we know that Joseph was a carpenter or builder before Jesus. As was typical in that culture, men learned the trade of their father.  Skills were passed down from father to son, generation after generation.  Joseph would have had a building business and Jesus would have grown up working in his shop, going to jobs with him, helping with his work and learning along the way.  Likely, Jesus younger brothers would have also been working with Joseph in the family business.
	I want to point something out here that you may not realize.  By the time Jesus begins his ministry at age 30, Joseph has disappeared from the story.  Apparently, Joseph died before Jesus began his ministry.  This means a couple things. First, Jesus grew up in a single-parent family.  Second, as the eldest, Jesus would have been responsible for providing for the whole family.  He would have taken charge of the family building business.  It has been pointed out that one reason Jesus waited to begin his ministry until he was 30 years old may have been that he had to look after the family and run the family business until one of his younger brothers was old enough to take over for him. [William Barclay, Discovering Jesus, p. 93] We don’t know what the birth order was in terms of Jesus brothers and sisters. There could have been a number of years age gap between him and his nearest brother!
	Running the family business until he was 30 means that Jesus knew what it was like to work with people.  He knew what it was like to run a business, dealing with customers, filling orders and having to track down payment.  He knew what it was like to run a household and look after a family with all the stresses that entails. [Barclay, p. 13]
	Jesus knew what it was like when business went well and when it wasn’t going well. He knew what it was like to be busy and what it was like when it was slow. He knew what it was like to have a bad day at work when projects just didn’t turn out right.  One scholar put it very well, “Jesus was a working man.  He knew the awkward snarky customer, he knew the man who wouldn’t pay his bills, he knew the kind of day when the devil got into the wood an the chisel and the saw and when nothing would go right.” [Barclay, p. 13]  Jesus knew what it was like to have a crummy day at work. 
	Jesus’ workshop was surprisingly ordinary. If you were to walk into his shop you would smell saw dust.  When Jesus came over to greet you he would have to wipe his hands clean and you would see the glean of sweat on his forehead.  Some days you might have been able to smell the sweat on him too.  Jesus got sweaty at work. He got dirty at work. I’m sure there were times when the nail seemed to move at the last second and his thumb took its place leading to a blackened thumb nail.  Jesus got splinters. He dropped stuff on his foot. He had pieces break while he was working on them.  
	Jesus had to deal with difficult customers. He had to haggle on prices with them and he had to hound some of them to pay up. He also had to work with his younger brothers.  He had to help them learn the trade. He had to motivate them to work hard. He had to supervise them to make sure they weren’t slacking off.  He had to listen to them complain about not wanting to work that day, or to have to carry heavy stones or to clean the tools.
	Being the head of the household after Joseph died also meant that Jesus had to discipline his brothers and sisters when they misbehaved. Including Jesus there were at least 7 children, Jesus plus his four brothers and he had “sisters” plural.  He might have had to help arrange marriages for his sisters and negotiate their dowries.  He might have helped his brothers get married too.
	Finally, around the age of 30, Jesus went to visit his cousin John while he was preaching by the Jordan.  That is when his ministry began. That is when he began to teach and gather disciples. That is when his family started to wonder what had happened to him!  He had left the family business. One of his brothers had to take over for him.  As the head of the family, it may have appeared that he was failing in his responsibilities when he began travelling and teaching.  When he gets close to home again, his family decides it’s time to take matters into their own hands. If Jesus won’t come home, they’ll take him home.  
	It must have seemed very strange to his family.  One day Jesus is running the family contractor business, the next he’s off to see “crazy cousin John.”  Then he disappears for a month (temptation in the wilderness) and when he comes back he thinks he’s a rabbi!  But unlike other rabbis, Jesus doesn’t surround himself with the best of the best of the brightest young men. He picks fishermen, tax collectors and revolutionaries!  He starts eating with sinners and tax collectors all the time. He includes women in his group of followers.  All of this, in addition to the content of his teaching, he starts going head to head with the powerful Pharisees.  What was he doing?!?
	Then, when they finally try to confront him to bring him home, he basically disowns them!  That would be a big deal for us today, but in that culture in which family was so very important, Jesus’ choice to name his followers his family and to disown his biological family was outrageous!
	This conversation with his family took place in a near by town.  When he returned home he had a worse experience with the townspeople.  From their perspective, the local contractor has decided he would be a rabbi and starts teaching some pretty astounding things.  There is word that in other towns he’s even performing miracles!
	When Jesus is given the opportunity to teach in the Synagogue, the people are amazed by his teaching.  He has a different kind of authority. But because they know him as the local contractor, they are offended by his authority rather than receptive.  
	There was a school in Nazareth that Jesus would have attended as a little boy on the Sabbath. There he would have learned the Law of the OT alongside the other children. (Can you imagine being his teacher?  Some nameless teacher from the little backwater town of Nazareth was teaching the Son of God and didn’t even know it!)  He would have learned how to read and apparently he also learned how to write, which was more rare. [Barclay, p. 86-87] But he did not follow the usual path to becoming a rabbi.  Rabbis chose the best of the best of the brightest students to be their disciples.  Jesus didn’t go through this process.  He left school with the other boys when he got old enough to work alongside his father.
	So where did he get this knowledge? We know from Luke that his sermon that day was on Isaiah and he said that he was the fulfilment of prophecy.  The people got so mad they tried to throw him off a cliff!
	And what was the result?  Jesus’ ministry was severely hindered.  Jesus was only able to perform a few miracles, all of them healings.  It is important to note that the faith of the people was an important component in Jesus’ miracles. Frequently Jesus said, “Your faith has made you well” or something to that effect. Frequently the people he heals have demonstrated faith or at least hope, although not always.  So in a town filled with people who had no faith, Jesus didn’t perform many miracles. I’m not sure if it means he wanted to and didn’t have the power, or if it means that in a town with few believers there were few people who even came to Jesus for a miracle.
	To the people of Nazareth, Jesus seemed too “human” and familiar to be the Messiah. [Barclay, Matthew vol 2, p. 60] Sometimes we experience the same difficulty with Jesus.  When we are confronted with the very human side of Jesus it makes us uncomfortable. Sometimes we find this with Scripture.  When people are confronted with the human side of Scripture, the aspects that come from its human authorship, their faith is shaken. They struggle to reconcile the earthly aspects of the formation of the NT with the divinely inspired Holy Scripture.  If things are too common, too familiar, too understandable they think it must not be divine.  This passage, however, “teaches us that Jesus is not less messianic for being human, nor is he less divine for coming from ordinary stock.”
Now Apply It
	So what does all this mean? How do we put this to use?  What can we do with this new understanding of Jesus’ humanity?
	Thinking about the fact that carpenter meant something more like builder or contractor sheds light on some of Jesus’ parables and sayings. As a carpenter, Jesus would have made yokes. [pic] Think about the fact that Jesus said, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Jesus knew how to make yokes that fit oxen well. That made it “easy” to wear the yoke and made the load they were pulling feel lighter.
	Jesus also told parables about builders. In Matthew 7 Jesus tells the famous parable about the man who builds his house on the rock vs the man who builds his house on the sand. Jesus knew about building houses!  He also knew about building towers.  In Luke 14 Jesus asks the question, “If one of you were going to build a tower, would you not sit down first and add up the costs to make sure you could afford it?”  Jesus knew about adding up the costs of building towers. He built them!
	Jesus knew a hard day’s work. He knew what it was like to be tired, sweaty and dirty.  He knew what it was like to deal with difficult people and difficult jobs.  When you’re at work and you have a bad day, it can be hard to pray. It can be hard to feel “spiritual.”  But we need to remember at precisely these times that Jesus also had bad days.  He understands!  So that is a perfect time to pray to him. He knows what you’re going through!
	Do you find it difficult dealing with cranky customers? Do you hate having to pester people to pay their bills?  Jesus understands. And he can help you deal with them with grace and truth.
	What about family?  Do you ever disagree with your parents? Or siblings?  Or children?  If you find that your family disagrees with you, ask Jesus for wisdom about what to do.  Ask him for patience as you deal with them.  Jesus’ own family accused him of being crazy!
	Do you have family members who are not believers? Then you need to realize that they may never support your faith and commitment to Christ. They may never understand or support your involvement in church.  They may think you’re crazy.
	But Jesus understands what you’re going through! He has been there. His own family didn’t believe in him at first!  So when you’re going through these things, don’t be afraid to pray. In fact, pray with even more confidence. Pray something like, “Jesus, you know what I’m going through.  It’s been a tough day. I know you had tough days too. Please give me strength through your Spirit to get through. Please remember what it was like and ask the Father to intervene for me.  Comfort me in my troubles, remembering your troubles from your time on earth.”
	Your friends may not support your faith either. You may try to tell them about Jesus and they’ll respond, “Who are you to tell me how to run my life?”  Because they know you, they may not be willing to hear the truth from you.  Because they knew you when you were little, or because they know some of your struggles they may dismiss you.  You may lose friends over your faith. You may lose friends because you try to speak to them about Jesus. Even our Christian friends sometimes reject us when we try to talk to them about dangers we see them flirting with.  They know you “too well” to hear you sometimes.
	Have you lost a loved one in your family?  Jesus knows about that too. His dad, Joseph, died.  He went to the funeral. He carried on the family business. He had to go in to the shop and see all the tools his father had used. He had to pick them up and carry on with the work of building.  Jesus knows your grief.  He knows loss.
	But Jesus understands.
	Jesus made mundane things beautiful.  Jesus redeemed hard work.  When you’re working hard, when you’re providing for your family, or raising children, remember that Jesus took part in these things too.  He did it out of love for us and obedience to the Father.  You can do it out of love for people and obedience to the Father as well.  It didn’t matter to Jesus that his family rejected him. His love for them and service for them was an act of obedience to God the Father and that didn’t change based on their response to him.
	Jesus may seem very far away from us sometimes because he has returned to the Father to prepare a place for us. But don’t let that separation now cloud your understanding of who Jesus is. He is fully human and fully God.  Remember the humanity of Jesus.  Remember the mundane things he did. Remember the relationships he had, both good and bad.  Remember that Jesus went through life just like you and me.  And let that shape your relationship with him. Let it shape how you think of him and how you pray to him. Let it build your trust, brighten your hope and strengthen your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Benediction: May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage and strengthen you in every good deed and word. Amen.	[2 Thessalonians 2:16, 17]
